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NEW YORK FUGITIVE FACING DRUG CHARGES RETURNED
TO ALLEGHENY COUNTY

Pittsburgh PA ---- Sheriff Kevin M. Kraus announced today that 28-year-old Yan Carlos
Pichardo Cepeda has been returned to Allegheny County.

Pichardo Cepeda, a resident of New York, was arrested in September 2023 at the Greyhound
Bus Station and charged with possession and possession with intent to deliver after being caught with
suspected cocaine and fentanyl. At his preliminary arraignment, Pichardo Cepeda was released on a
non-monetary bond despite having no local ties and despite a recommendation of no release
from Allegheny County Pre-Trial Services.

The Allegheny County District Attorney’s Office requested a bail modification hearing following
Pichardo Cepeda’s release, however he failed to show and subsequently fled the area, with a
nationwide bench warrant being issued for his arrest.

Detectives from our office traveled to New York three separate times in an attempt to locate
Pichardo Cepeda searching a number of locations in New York City, New York State and
Connecticut, including the Bronx, Washington Heights, Harlem and White Plains. Pichardo Cepeda
was eventually apprehended by New York City police following a traffic stop in the Bronx on February
10, 2024.

The cost associated with the search for Pichardo Cepeda, including the three trips to New York
and this week’s travel to return him to Allegheny County, exceeds $30,000.

Upon his return, Pichardo Cepeda was processed into the Allegheny County Jail where he will

await a preliminary hearing on the drug charges which are being handled by the Pennsylvania Office
of Attorney General.
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